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Keeping the season of Lent holy
Lent, February 18-April 5, 2015, is the time in which we rediscover
the reality of the holiness that abounds and surrounds us- within and
around us. Lent calls us to a new awakening.
Some ways include to readily forgive anyone who has hurt you,
help someone without being asked, call someone who is lonely, visit
a shut-in, be patient with others, refuse to gossip, refuse to whine,
thank God for the gift of life, pray for an enemy, and refuse to judge
or criticize others.
Ash Wednesday • Feb. 18, 2015
Easter Sunday • April 5, 2015

Ashes are made from the
blessed palms used in the Palm
Sunday celebration of the previous
year. They are christened with holy
water and are scented by exposure to incense. While ashes symbolize
penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that God is gracious
and merciful to those who call on Him with repentant hearts. His
Divine mercy is of utmost importance during the season of Lent, and
the Church calls on us to seek that mercy during the entire Lenten
season with reflection, prayer, and penance.

Year of Consecrated Life
(a TCL series)
In 1997, Pope John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women
and men in consecrated life. This celebration is attached to the Feast
of the Presentation of the Lord on February 2. This feast is also known
as Candlemas Day; the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing
Christ who is the light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life
are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all. For more information, visit www.usccb.org.

Mass attendance largest ever
The pope visited the Philippines
last month. Millions gathered,
breaking all attendance records!
According to Reuters, Vatican
spokesman Fr. Federico Lombardi
said between 6 and 7 million attended the Mass in Manila’s Rizal
Park and surrounding areas. “We
are not able to count all, or verify
this, but we have seen so many
people we believe it is true; that this
is the largest event in the history of
the popes,” he said, noting Pope

See Year of Consecrated Life, pg. 10

John Paul drew some 5 million
to the same area in 1995.
Above, Pope Francis
prays near a crucifix in
Manila. (CNS photo/Paul
Haring) At left, Filipino
business owner Lilian Borromeo, 74, prepares biscuits
with the image of Pope
Francis. (CNS photo/Romeo Ranoc, Reuters)

Longest married in the diocese

My Call to Consecrated Life
by Sr. Stephana Marbach

Pope Francis has designated the Year 2015 as the
Year of Consecrated Life. The focus of this year has
given rise to many ponderings about my call to being
a Consecrated Religious in the Congregation of the
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament.
My call was not dynamic or extraordinary or one that would draw
some film artist to portray my life on screen. As I reflect upon ‘my
call’, I would compare it to a seed that was planted then developed

February 2015

Frank and Melvera Fossati

1

Frank and Melvera Fossati
of Our Lady of Victory parish in Victoria will celebrate 74
years of marriage on Nov. 27th this
February 8, 2015
year. They married in 1941 at Our
Lady of Lourdes in Victoria.
See Longest married, pg. 12

Set the Diocese of Victoria as your homepage: www.victoriadiocese.org. View TCL online!
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The Diocese of Victoria is comprised of
more than 50 parishes in 69 communities.

8

4:00 p.m. Mass, 4th Degree Knights Assembly #1131, St. Andrew, Hillje

9

9:00 a.m. Diocesan Insurance Committee Meeting, 1st Floor Chancery, Victoria
5:00 p.m. Liturgical Commission Meeting, 1st Floor Chancery, Victoria

15

4:30 p.m. Youth Spectacular Closing Mass, Holy Family Church, Wharton

17

6:30 p.m. Distinguished Alumni Award Dinner, Hilton Garden Inn, Victoria

19

4:00 p.m. Building Board Meeting, Chancery, Victoria

22

3:00 p.m. Diocesan-wide Rite of Election and “Call to Conversion”, Our Lady
of Victory Cathedral, Victoria

March
1

1:30 p.m. Catholic Knowledge Bowl, Our Lady of Victory School, Victoria

4

10:00 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery, Victoria

7

5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts Religious Recognition Mass and Awards, Our Lady
of Victory Cathedral, Victoria

Thank you note

Estimated Catholic population: 107,000.

The Catholic Lighthouse
USPS-001015 (ISSN 0894-7740)
is published monthly at
1505 E. Mesquite Lane
in Victoria, TX 77901.
Subscription rates are
$7 per year within the diocese.
$10 outside the diocese.
E-mail local stories, photos or
festival announcements to
lighthouse@victoriadiocese.org.

Dear Bishop Fellhauer:
On behalf of the Subcommittee for the Church in Latin America (CLA), I would like
to express my gratitude to you and the Diocese of Victoria for the generous contribution
of $32, 364.57. Thank you.
Yours in Christ,
Most Rev. Eusebio Elizondo M.Sp.S.
Auxiliary Bishop of Seattle
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the CLA

TCL deadlines:

See page 11 or visit www.victoriadiocese.org
and download the pdf of 2015 dates under TCL tab!

DEADLINE IS THE 15th
OF THE PRECEDING MONTH.
(361) 573-0828
(361) 573-5725 FAX
www.victoriadiocese.org

Keep in prayer
Please keep Fr. Dan Morales and
Msgr. Celestino Say in prayer.
Our Lady of Lourdes Prayer for Healing

O ever-Immaculate Virgin, Mother
of Mercy, health of the sick, refuge
of sinners, comforter of the afflicted,
you know my wants, my troubles, my
sufferings; look with mercy on me. By
appearing in the Grotto of Lourdes, you
were pleased to make it a privileged
sanctuary, whence you dispense your
favours; and already many sufferers
have obtained the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. I
come, therefore, with complete confidence to implore your maternal intercession. Obtain, O loving Mother, the
grant of my requests. (mention petition)
Through gratitude for your favours, I
will endeavour to imitate your virtues,
that I may one day share your glory, and
bless you in eternity. Amen.

DSA update
2014 Diocesan Services Appeal
Diocesan Goal:
$ 1,824,625.00
Parish Pledge Totals:
$ 984,136.03
Parish Contribution Totals: $ 960,584.70
Number of Parish
Families Participating:
3,597

Diocesan directory
The official Diocese of Victoria
directory is available for purchaseget yours today!

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to
The Catholic Lighthouse,
P.O. Box 4070,
Victoria, TX 77903.
The Catholic Lighthouse cannot be held liable,
or in any way responsible for the content of any
advertisement appearing within these pages.
All claims, offers, guarantees, statements, etc.,
made by The Catholic Lighthouse advertisers
are solely the responsibility of the advertiser.
Deceptive or misleading advertising is never
knowingly accepted. Complaints regarding advertising should be made directly to the advertiser
or the Better Business Bureau.

For information regarding
parish missions,
see TCL Events on page 11 under
Bay City and Shiner!

Free downloads!
Available in English or Spanish!
For more information about Disciples
on the Journey, a valuable Lenten resource, or to place an order call (361)
485-0866, toll free 1 (866) 590-3688,
e-mail dj@disciplesonthejourney.org, or
visit www.disciplesonthejourney.org.

Features include: Mass times,
priests, deacons, Catholic schools,
diocesan services, education services,
health services, parish information,
clergy assignments, women religious,
and more…all in one accessible book!
Loose-page fillers are available for $6
if picked up at the Chancery; $12 if
mailed. To order a full directory, with
the diocesan binder, cost is $8 if picked
up at the Chancery and $17 if mailed.
A free pdf is also available.
For more information, call (361)
573-0828 or visit www.victoriadiocese.org under the Parishes tab.

Savannah: May 13-26
Fall Foliage in Vermont: Oct. 16-24
Canadian Rockies: July 23-29
Oregon: Sept 2-26
We are taking deposits for all trips!
Need a brochure? Contact:
Pathways ~with Patti
334 Jurek Road
Port Lavaca, TX 77979
(361) 552.2695 or (361) 920.3216

DIOCESE
Seminary Burses

Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the
Diocese of Victoria. The goal of each burse is $15,000. The interest from this amount is
applied yearly to the education of seminarians. The burses are in memory of or in honor of
an individual priest or lay persons, living or deceased. Publication of the burses will appear
periodically when new contributions are received. Those wishing to begin a burse or to
contribute to an existing seminary burse may do so by sending their contributions with the
appropriate burse designation to: DIOCESE OF VICTORIA • SEMINARY BURSES
• P. O. BOX 4070 • VICTORIA, TX 77903.
As of February 2, 2015		
			 TOTALS
— Rev. Msgr. John C. Bily Burse #2

Previously reported		
$1,489.00
In honor of Rev. Msgr. John C. Bily
by the students of St. Michael
Catholic School, Weimar
1,730.00
In honor of Rev. Msgr. John C. Bily for
Christmas by KJZT Society
#66, Weimar		
25.00
Total
$3,244.00
— Rev. Wayne Flagg and

— Rev. Jerome J. Stryk Burse #2

Previously reported		
$1,664.50
In loving memory of Betty Migura
by Julie and Edwin Stryk
25.00
In loving memory of
George Boedecker, Jr.
by Julie and Edwin Stryk
10.00
Total
$1,699.50

In memory of Dyrel Holmes
by Ervin and Bernice Neskora 25.00
by Willie E. Barborak		
20.00
In loving memory of Frank M. Dornak
by Larry and Doris Grubert
20.00
In memory of William Gertner
by Ervin and Bernice Neskora 20.00
by Willie E. Barborak		
10.00
In memory of Mary Krischke
by Rita and Frank Zaruba
20.00
Total		
$6,230.00

— Anthony and Rose Marie

Trippodo Liggio Burse #2
Opening Balance
$10,000.00
Total
$10,000.00
— Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters Burse #7

Previous reported		
$5,825.00
A Christmas gift for Rev. Msgr.
John Peters by
Sacred Heart Catholic School      100.00
by Joan and Anthony Corte
50.00
by Charles Krenek
and daughters     		
40.00
by Terry and Sarah Wick
and family		
25.00
In loving memory of Rev. Msgr. John
Peters’ parents by Deacon
Joey and Mary Targac		
50.00
In memory of Emil Grahmann
by Rita and Frank Zaruba
25.00

Last month, Life & Family Advocates sponsored the Candlelight March for Life marking the 28th year of the event. Above, participants hold glowing candles and signs
during the procession which began at Deleon Plaza in downtown Victoria and
ended at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church. (Yi-Chin Lee/Victoria Advocate)

Journeys of Faith
with Ceci Pilgrimages

K...

The Diocese of Victoria
offers several
ministry programs:
- Catechetical Ministry
-Family Ministries
-Library and Media Center
-Pastoral Institute
-Prison Ministry
-Youth and Young Adult
Ministry

— St. John the Baptist Church,

~

L

what we can do for you!

Rev. Philip Brune
Previously reported		
$3,070.00
In honor of Rev. Wayne Flagg in
thanksgiving for his guidance
by Clarence and Linda Ruether 50.00
In honor of Rev. Philip Brune
by Victor and Gail Dvorak, Jr. 25.00
In honor of Justin Kubicek’s 80th
birthday celebration by Jim
and Michelle Kubicek		
25.00
Total
$3,170.00
St. John in memory of
Rev. Brian Crookes Burse #2
Previously reported		
$5,646.00
In memory of Bill Gertner
by Forrest and Ann Dittrich
20.00
by Albert and Dorothy Olsovsky 20.00
Total
$5,686.00

The Catholic Lighthouse
Page 3 — February 2015

~

The Diocese of Victoria
also provides
many services:
-Business Office
-Catholic Cemeteries Office
-Catholic Schools Office
-Office of Vocations
-Safe Environment Office
-Spiritual Renewal Center
-The Catholic Lighthouse...
and more!
_______________________
1505 E. Mesquite Lane
Victoria, TX 77901
(361) 573-0828
www.victoriadiocese.org

Make your summer vacation one that will not only
make memories, but enrich your faith!
Give your graduate a gift that will
make a difference in their future.

Join Fr. Albert Yankey on a
Pilgrimage to the Shrines of Italy
June 15-26, 2015
See the Shroud of Turin, which is on exhibit for the 1st time in
10 years and only for 3 months! Pray at the Tomb of Padre Pio.
See the home town of Sts. Benedict and Scholistica. Visit the Holy
House of Loreto. Walk the peaceful streets of Assisi and pray at
St. Francis’ Tomb. Attend the papal audience in Rome! $4,395
per person including air, taxes, transportation, hotels, breakfast,
dinner, and guide.
For more information, contact
Ceci Triska at (979) 543-8575 or jctriska@sbcglobal.net.
To view a flyer, visit www.selectinternationaltours.com.

Kenneth J. French, Sr.
1501 E Mockingbird,
Ste 102
Victoria, TX 77901
(361) 576-0178
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NEWS

IWBS Vocation Days

(A) Students enjoy
(B) Sr. Louise Marie Jones
one of many
discusses vocations with stuphoto disdents. (D) Sr. Charlene Machala
plays.(C)
plays the guitar and sings with
Students
students. (E) Sr. Laura Toman
purchase
holds a gourd from her visit to
mementos at
Africa. It can be used to hold
the Gift Shop
water or goat’s milk for drinking
from Sr. Serpurposes.
ena Etzler.
Nearly 210 fifth graders from the Catholic schools in the diocese attended Vocation
Days last month at the Incarnate Word Convent. Students listened to a number of talks
and presentations about religious life and the priesthood. They visited the Gift Shop and
the Hall of Memories. A prayer service highlighted the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Vocation
Days were sponsored by the Diocese of Victoria Vocations Office, Serra Club of Victoria,
Knights of Columbus Council #1329, and the Sisters of the IWBS.
On behalf of the Missionary Catechists of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary
(MCSH), we extend our sincere appreciation of support and generosity with our recent
benefit. May God’s abundant graces be over each of you. ~MCSH Sisters

A feast for a fast
CRS Rice Bowl provides a feast of resources for the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Catholics in the Diocese of Victoria and throughout the U.S. live a
vibrant Lenten experience through CRS Rice Bowl. The cardboard box is familiar and
the Lenten calendar tucked inside is the primary resource for families and individuals. Its
weekly family stories, recipes, and daily
suggestions help turn
growing awareness into
response. Parishes
have additional resources in English and
Spanish for helping the
whole community to
celebrate Lent. There
are prayer services,
intentions for Prayers
of the Faithful, bulletin notices, a letter
to families, weekly
10-minute enrichment
resources for religious education, and
activities. Catholic
schools have weekly
lesson plans, prayer
services, and activities.
This year, for the first
time, CRS is making
available a video series on Lenten practices.
For teens, special
CRS Rice Bowl’s small box and resources for prayer,
learning, and action calendar are free resources that are provided for both
parish and school focus on the Lenten traditions of settings. Young adult
groups and universi- prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. ties have community
reflection resources (CRS photo)
as well. A phone app to
supply daily reflections and to provide access to Rice Bowl information is available. Facebook and Twitter pages (@CRSRiceBowl
and #4Lent4Life) connect Catholics with one another as they use Rice Bowl throughout
Lent. For more information or for CRS Rice Bowl resources, visit www.crsricebowl.
org or contact Fr. Dan Morales at (361) 573-5304 or pastor@hfccvic.org.
Dominican Sr. Donna Markham has been chosen to succeed Fr.
Larry Snyder as the new president of Catholic Charities USA. The announcement was made last month at Catholic Charities headquarters in
Alexandria, a suburb of Washington.
Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA) is the national office for Catholic
Charities agencies nationwide. Members provide help and create hope
for more than 9 million people a year regardless of religious, social, or
economic backgrounds. (CNS photo/courtesy Catholic Charities USA)

Reporting Child Abuse Hotline • 1 (800) 252-5400
www.txabusehotline.org
If you know or suspect a child or person has been abused or mistreated,
you are required to report it to the Texas Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services or to a law enforcement agency within 48 hours.
If the person is in immediate danger, call 911.

Reporting
Abuse

Sharing our faith
one gift at a time!
Baptisms, First Communions, Confirmations,
RCIA, Ordinations, Weddings, and much more!

Sr. Donna
Markham

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can
register a complaint.

• Call the bishop or the chancellor at the Chancery at (361) 573-0828;
or
• Call Fr. Gary Janak (361) 575-4741 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,
Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;
or
• Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
		
Diocese of Victoria, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, TX 77903
		
Mark your letter “Personal and Confidential”
We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.
If you are unsure about bringing forth a complaint or need more information,
please contact: Fr. Gary Janak at (361) 575-4741.

DIOCESE
Knights
of Columbus
Council #2902,
Schulenburg,
presented a
$10,000 check
to St. Rose of
Lima Catholic
Church towards
the purchase of a
new organ. Left
t o r i g h t : F r.
George Kunnath, parochial vicar of St.
Rose of Lima;
Joe Kurtz IV,
KC member
a n d F r. Ti m
Kosler, pastor
of St. Rose of
Lima.
Also, the council presented a $5,000 donation to St. Rose of Lima School Bus Fund.
The fund is used for bus repairs and fuel purchases. Majority of the money was raised at
the annual chicken fried steak drive-through dinner. Representing KC Council #2902,
left to right: Stanley Pesek, Fr. George Kunnath, Melvin Kunz, Edward Kusy, Joe
Kurtz IV, Gene Berger, Fr. Tim Kosler, and Harvey Michna.

The Catholic Lighthouse
Page 5 — February 2015

God’s Embrace Renewal Center offers one day and weekend retreats. They are presented by Dr. Michael Fonseca and include adoration and prayer sessions with Scripture,
sharing sessions, rosary/chaplet, sacrament of reconciliation, Mass, and group spiritual
direction.
Everyone is welcome; you do not have to be a program participant to attend retreats!
For more information or to register for an upcoming retreat, contact Sandy Reese at
(979) 541-6881, sandy.reese@godsembrace.org, or visit www.godsembrace.org. Also,
see TCL Events on page 11!
KJT Society #13, Yoakum, recently
presented a $500 KJT headquarters matching fundraiser check to St. Joseph Catholic
Church. The society also presented a $500
headquarters technology grant to St. Joseph
Catholic School. Left to right: Robert Hybner, society president and Fr. Matthew
Huehlefeld, pastor at St. Joseph Catholic
Church.

Life-giving God, transform our purpose. Reveal to us our part in making the
human community whole. Walk with us from insight to action. Let our attitude be
Christ’s. ~Good Ground Press

Also, in celebration of the birth of Jesus, KJT Society #13 youth and members performed a skit entitled Sights, Sounds, and Symbols of Christmas. Seated, left to right:
Isabel Maldonado, Paul Bludau, and Jordan Bludau. Standing, left to right: Hannah Bordovsky, Trinity Harper, Dorothea Harper, Constance Chomout, Brianna
Mayfield, Lillianna Bludau, and J.C. Maldonado, and Stella Maldonado.

(979) 543-2901

As a service project during the School Book Fair, St. Michael Catholic School, Weimar, collected 100 new books that were donated to University Hospital in San Antonio.
Books were given to the hospital's new Pediatric Oncology Unit where children are currently undergoing treatments for cancer. Front row, left to right: Cullen Marek, Lily
Berger, Trey Billeck, Rayleigh Huette, and Madelyn Rerich. Back row, left to right:
Hudson Ervin, Amy Jo Wick, Jodi McAfee, Emily Elstner, and Michael Koeth.

CATHOLIC
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Diocese of Victoria
Catholic Schools Office
F.I.R.S.T.-Class Education…
for all… for life! ©
Faith~Integrity~Respect~
Scholarship~Tradition
1505 E. Mesquite Ln.
Victoria, TX 77901
(361) 573-0828
www.victoriadiocese.org

The theme for the national Catholic
Schools Week (CSW) 2015 was Catholic
Schools: Communities of Faith, Knowledge and Service focusing on the principles of a Catholic education.
“Pope Francis has reminded us that
the New Evangelization is not precisely
about what we do and what programs
we adopt; rather, it is about what God is
doing, the graces we are being blessed
with, and the Spirit that is always being poured-out over our ministry,” said
Archbishop George Lucas of Omaha,
Nebraska, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
Committee on Education.
Schools celebrated with Masses, open
houses, and other activities for students,
families, parishioners, and their communities during CSW last month. It was
a time of focusing on the importance of
academics, faith-building, and societal
contributions that a Catholic education
provides. Our 15 Catholic schools,
located on 13 campuses and totaling approximately 3,000 students, joined the
2.1 million students around the nation to
celebrate the contributions of Catholic
education.
Let us continue to celebrate our
Catholic school heritage and the importance of Catholic education for yesterday, today, tomorrow, and hopefully…
eternity.
For more information, visit www.
ncea.org or www.usccb.org.

(979) 245-5632
www.bcholycrossschool.org
Our school will begin its 75th year next
fall! Our recent accomplishments include
1st place- Bay City Tribune’s Readers’
Choice Award for Best Educational Establishment; Catholic Life Ins. raffle sales
of $18,100 for science lab equipment/
technology; raising funds for St. Vincent
de Paul and Ronald McDonald House;
holding a food drive for Caring is Sharing;
adopting a family-in-need for Christmas,
and more. Also, Mark Bricker, mayor of
Bay City, presented a proclamation in
honor of CSW.

Holy Cross, Bay City, students at
St. Vincent de Paul recognition

(361) 573-6651
www.nazarethacademy.org
Students served others during CSW
by going to Victoria Christian Assistance
Ministry (VCAM), touring the Victoria
Police Department, collecting items for
The Gabriel Project, cleaning St. Mary's
and Our Lady of Sorrows churches, playing Bingo with senior citizens, and more.

1st graders at NA, Victoria, celebrate
100 days of school

(361) 552-6140
www.olgmariners.org
With the installation of a new playground, gym and band hall, we have made
great advancements in fulfilling our mission. Developing team sports and group
music programs have promoted teamwork
and individual development of our students. The visit of the Dominican Sisters
last month, reminded Mariners of another
important aspect of such facilities- fun!

OLG, Port Lavaca, soccer match

(361) 575-5391
www.ourladyvictory.org

Our mission aims to build character,
achieve academic excellence, and honor
Christ through our Catholic faith. Our
focus is on the Beatitudes this year. Our
students are routinely recognized in art
and handwriting competitions, the Duke
University Talent Search, PSIA, and more.
Our electives help students discover talents and gain a sense of individuality as
citizens of the community.

OLV students at woodshop class

(361) 798-5349 (Elementary)
(361) 798-4251 (High School)
www.shschool.org
During CSW, we celebrated with a
special Mass, luncheon, and Open House.
All enjoyed a soup and sandwich supper,
a coronation, a flag-raising ceremony, an
awards ceremony, and the religion knowledge bowl. We continue to collaborate
with families to develop our children into
future church leaders and citizens. Teachers, staff, parents, students, volunteers, and
all in the community truly make our school
rich in faith, knowledge, and service.

A signed proclamation was presented for CSW at OLV. Left to right:
Paul Polasek, mayor of Victoria and
OLV alumnus; Bishop Fellhauer, and
John Quary, superintendent of Catholic
schools.

(361) 594-3843 (Elementary)
(361) 594-2313 (High School)
www.shinercatholicschool.org
In honor of CSW, our schools celebrated Mass and enjoyed a delicious pancake breakfast. Our classrooms displayed
students’ artwork, projects, and writings.
Texas Thunder Radio 94.3 FM aired a live
countdown to a ballon launch! We hosted
Cardinal Cowboy Day, a teacher appreciation luncheon, a recycled goods drive, a
talent show, a homemade chicken noodle
soup supper, and more.

7th grade Duke Talent Search
recipients, Shiner

St. Anthony
Catholic
School
(979) 732-5505

www.stanthonyschool.homestead.com

Sacred Heart, Hallettsville, students
in their new classrooms

We celebrated CSW by participating
in the Walk for Life, Mass, a school-wide
chaplet, Field Day activities, a spelling
bee, a practice for PSIA, and by holding
one-act-play tryouts. We also cleaned our
school and neighborhood, prepared care
packages for soldiers serving overseas,
organized a shoe drive, and shared in a
meal prepared by a local charity group.

SCHOOLS

2015

WEEK
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(979) 743-3080
www.strosecardinals.org

St. Anthony, Columbus, 8th graders
at shoe drive

(361) 573-2446
www.stjvictoria.com
Our school provides a high standard
of Catholic education. Students enjoy a
unique high school experience combining
academics, spiritual, athletic, and social
activities. Last year, students logged 6,500
hours of service during their 4 years at
STJ. Construction of the Tom O’Connor,
Jr. Athletic Center is underway and set to
open this fall. The current gym will be
completely renovated to be the site of the
David Pozzi Fine Arts Center housing art,
theatre arts, music, and journalism departments, the dance and cheer teams, and a
small theatre.

St. Joseph, Yoakum, students
on Veterans Day

St. Michael’s, Weimar, students before
volunteer appreciation breakfast

(361) 277-3854
www.stmichaels-cuero.org
For CSW, we held Mass, an Open
House, a variety show, and a special
luncheon. We had a JClub Catholic Book
Fair in our library. Students decorated quilt
squares for the Boys and Girls Club of Dewitt County. Donations of art and school
supplies were collected. Entertainment
was provided by storyteller and musician,
Rickey Pitman. Students dressed in red,
white, and blue to honor our nation and
gathered on the sports field to pray a living
rosary. Balloons were released. Fr. David
Berger spoke to students about religious
vocations. Thank you letters were written
by students to their parents and teachers.

(979) 543-2901
www.stphilipschool.org
In our 65-year history, we have provided students a foundation of personal
spirituality, faith development, and a
strong academic program. For CSW, we
held Faith Trot- a family fun run, celebrated Mass, visited a book fair, attended a
special appreciation breakfast, coffee, and
several luncheons. Students participated in
a praise and worship music session. Jam
4 God’s entertainment was provided by
country music singer, Travis Clark.

5th graders at St. Philip’s, El Campo,
community service project
STJ, Victoria, band students

(361) 293-9000
www.stjcatholicschool.com

In honor of CSW, we celebrated a
special Mass, held an Open House to
view school renovations, visited a book
fair in the library, organized a Thank You
for Your Service project, and distributed
cards and baked goods to the local fire
department, police station, and hospital.
HEB bags were decorated and distributed,
a luncheon and an Endowment Fund Stew
Supper was held. Prayers for vocations
were shared. CSW buttons were worn by
students. Fr. Matthew Huehlefeld gave a
special blessing for our country and all
military soldiers.

Our school is a modern example of
quality Catholic education that holds
true to the timeless values and traditions
of the Catholic Church. Our mission has
stood the test of time paving the way to
updated buildings complete with personal
computers, electronic tablets, science
and computer labs with interactive white
boards, and more. We believe we are God’s
presence to the world, developing excellence through Jesus.

St. Michael’s, Cuero, 7th graders
at outdoor living rosary

3rd graders at St. Rose, Schulenburg

St. Michael School, Weimar, and
Our Lady of Victory, Victoria,
recently received the distinction of
being named a
National Blue Ribbon School
of Excellence.

See page 9 for
CSO employee milestones.

Amor Meus Spirituality Center

(979) 725-8461
www.saintmichaelswords.org
During CSW, students served at all
Mass times. We held a potluck dinner,
an Open House, a movie night, and participated in service projects including
Valentines for Vets, playing Bingo with
an assisted living community, visiting a
childcare facility, and taking part in the
Great Kindness Challenge. Advisory
Board Members and parents spearheaded
projects adding a covered awning for the
front entry and installing a sprinkler system for new plants.

Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111 • amormeus@yahoo.com
www.amormeusspiritualitycenter.org
Incarnate Word Convent • 1101 N.E. Water St. • Victoria, TX 77901
Discover God’s love with us.

		
		

Taizé Prayer Feb. 10, 2015 • 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. • Amor Meus Room
This service focuses on reconciliation, hope and consists of singing,
silence, Scripture readings, and intercessions. Mantra-like music invites
participants to silence and reflection.
		
Workshop on Prayer Feb. 14, 2015 • 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Presenters are Sisters Marian Sturm, Digna Vela, Emilie Eilers. $20 or
love offering for the day. Discover God’s Love with us through prayer!
Lenten Vespers Feb. 22, Mar. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29
5:00 p.m.-5:45 p.m. • Convent Chapel
Vespers conclude with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
Silent Guided Day Retreat Mar. 28, 2015 • 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Theme: Were You There? Fr. Kenneth O’Malley, CP
Retreats include at least two presentations, liturgy or prayer service
with ample time for personal prayer, walking, and reflecting.
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Catholic by Grace

Extended Program

The Introduction to the New Testament and the Synoptic Gospels
course will explore how the New Testament came to be written. It will
help the student learn how to read and understand the New Testament
using basic tools of interpretation. The themes of the Gospels of Mark,
Matthew, and Luke-Acts will be studied and examined in their relation
to everyday life. Join us! Classes are Tuesdays, Feb. 17-Mar. 24, 2015
in the morning 9:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m. and in the evening 7:00 p.m.-9:15
p.m. Classes are offered at the Chancery in Victoria and projected to
St. Roch Church in Mentz and
Sacred Heart Church in Hallettsville. Each 6-week course
is $20. Online registration is
available! To register online or
for more information, contact
Sherry Kainer at (361) 5730828 x2223, pisecretary@victoriadiocese.org, or visit www.
victoriadiocese.org,
Recent Pslams and Wisdom PI class
with Sr. Digna Vela
Left to right: Sharon
Etlinger, CDA vice regent;
Dolores Scott, Altar Society president; Paulette
Darilek, CDA regent and
Gussie Machalec, CDA
and Altar Society member.

Members of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Moulton, CDA and Altar Society presented an $8,000 check on behalf of parishioners to Catholic Relief Services (CRS) for
medical assistance for the Stop the Ebola Campaign. Recently, CDA conducted a bake
sale which raised $1,200 for the cause. Individual donations were $3,432 and $3,368
came from the annual Lenten Fish Fry Charity Fund. CRS is the international relief arm
of the Catholic Church and has been instrumental in working to address this disease in
West Africa. It has reopened a Catholic health facility that closed when many of its staff
died in from Ebola. Also, St. Mary’s Church, Praha, raised $1,500 for Ebola victims.

(979) 543-6941

by Denise Bossert
www.catholicbygrace.blogspot.com

Lenten preparation, with love

It is disheartening when people walk away from the Church. Sometimes, when we
try to talk, they run at us like some kid on the opposite team in a game of Red Rover.
They want to break through our line and pull somebody else from the Church. They may
even attempt to pull us away.
We have a choice. When they run toward us, even if it is with a kind of adversarial
spirit, we must be ready to receive them, ready to hold them tightly in our arms, ready
to defend the faith, and maybe even ready to reclaim them for Our Lord and His Church.
Red Rover, Red Rover, send them on over, we pray.
It has happened to me many times. I write an article or post something on social media.
Someone sends an email explaining why he is glad I am happy being Catholic, but he
wants me to know that his choice was clear. It was time to walk away. Somebody disappointed him. Something someone did scandalized her. She lost the joy of being Catholic.
He decided to walk away from God or just find God in some other faith community.
Many build a relationship with Jesus somewhere else. Usually, it is in a church with
a name that does not fit categories. No denomination. No labels. No hierarchy. They
find a place where they can begin again. It feels wonderful and they are happy, they say.
It makes me think. I believe we all have reasons to be bitter and walk away. There
are plenty of offenses
to send us through the
exit doors. Most of the
ones who left did not
hate the faith. There
were just things that
rubbed them the wrong
way. Their love for
the sacraments and
the Church was not
enough to keep them
here.
It sometimes makes
m e w o n d e r. Wi l l
my love endure? Am
I strong enough to
persevere when others
scandalize the faith?
If I encounter a
priest who is far from
pastoral or an administrator in a Catholic workplace who has more vices than virtues,
will I stay?
What about the young Catholic whose spouse cheats after sponsoring her husband into
the faith? Will he have the strength to stay when she leaves their family and the Church?
What about the young person who hears about a charitable organization squandering
funds and it becomes common knowledge that those who could have stopped the whole
thing just looked the other way, will the spiritually fragile young person stay after that?
These are not made-up scenarios. For some people, these things were enough to
send them in the opposite direction. For others, nothing would take them away from the
Eucharist. The ones who stick around seem to have some things in common.
For them, truth is true and God is God. If the Church is the Church, in time, and
devotions lead to holiness; if the saints light the way and the Eucharist is Christ; if the
Word is alive and the poor are fed, the lost are found, the sick are healed; if miracles
still happen and Christ still calls disciples; if angels still aid and the confessional still
cleanses; if martyrs still die and others rise to take their places; if a still, small voice can
be heard above the betrayal, wounds, and doubts- then the Church is still the Church.
In that moment we realize God never fails even when people sometimes do and the
person running toward us with division in her heart is really a lost lamb running
towards us. A soul in need of strong arms wraps around her and gathers her back
to the safety of the Church. Red Rover, Red Rover, send her on over. She looks
up, a bit disoriented, because she did not break through the line. She was, in
fact, caught in loving arms. Hopefully, she sees a smile. A welcoming nod. Not
gloating. Not condescension.
Make room for her at your side. Squeeze her hand a couple of times to let her
know you are glad she is back and brace yourselves. Someone else is barreling
at the line, but he is not the enemy either. Hold the line and let it wrap around
him- with love.

YOUTH

Sunday Readings
from February 8 to March 8, 2015

Feb. 8- Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Job 7:1-4, 6-7
Psalms 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Mark 1:29-39
Feb. 15- Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
Psalms 32:1-2, 5, 11
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Mark 1:40-45

Feb. 22- First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-15
Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:12-15

Mar. 1- Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 22:1-2, 9A, 10-13, 15-18
Psalms 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19
Romans 8:31B-34
Mark 9:2-10
Mar. 8- Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 11
1 Corinthians 1:22-25
John 2:13-25

Feb. 18- Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:12-18
Psalms 51:3-4, 5-6AB, 12-13, 14,17
2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
For daily and Sunday readings, as well as a daily
reflection video, visit www.usccb.org/bible/readings.
Brought to you by:
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Years of Service
from the Catholic Schools Office
35 years

Michael Shimek/ STJ-Victoria
30 years

Cynthia Sunderman/ St. AnthonyColumbus
Caroline Grohmann/ St. Michael-Weimar
25 years

Trey Kraatz/ Sacred Heart (6-11)Hallettsville
Debbie Horton/ STJ-Victoria
Valerie McDaniel/ STJ-Victoria
Kathy Villafranca/ Nazareth AcademyVictoria
20 years

Donna Culton/ St. Anthony-Columbus
Vickie Glynn/ St. Anthony-Columbus
Linda Balderaz/ STJ-Victoria
Linda Hernandez/ Nazareth AcademyVictoria
Jackie Porter/ Our Lady of VictoryVictoria
15 years

JCDA #206, Yoakum, recently met Cat Smith and Amanda Thompson of Journey
House. Since 2013, Journey House has offered housing and mentoring to young women
in need of a fresh start. In addition to providing shelter, Journey House teaches job skills,
interviewing tips, and financial skills to young ladies. JCDA members created gift totes of
shampoo, lotion, nail kits, polish, socks, chocolates, and many other toiletries so young
women would have a welcoming gift upon arrival. A scroll of prayers was also included
to remind them of Christ’s unconditional love.

JCDA Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, practiced corporal works of mercy and spread
Christmas joy this past December to the residents of Bluebonnet Youth Ranch located
in Yoakum. They elected to forego gift exchange and brought gifts of toys, perfumes,
and gift cards to residents. They also sang Christmas songs. Each residency cottage was
given cupcakes to enjoy. Bluebonnet Youth Ranch is a non-profit provider of residential
care for dependent, abused, and neglected children.

Theresa Dent/ Our Lady of the GulfPort Lavaca
Janie Ortega/ Our Lady of the GulfPort Lavaca
Elida Menchaca/ Our Lady of the GulfPort Lavaca
Mary Braden/ St. Anthony-Columbus
Ember Dooling/ STJ-Victoria
Gwen Edwards/ St. Philip-El Campo
Lark Pesek/ Nazareth Academy-Victoria
Mary Flores/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
Gloria Lara/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
10 years

Irene Matula/ Sacred Heart HSHallettsville
Tracy Theut/ St. Anthony-Columbus
Sylvia Martin/ STJ-Victoria
Rachel Krutilek/ St. Philip-El Campo
Diann Srubar/ St. Philip-El Campo
Amanda Stary/ St. Philip-El Campo
Rose Burkett/ Nazareth Academy-Victoria
Harvey Schoener/ Our Lady of VictoryVictoria

5 years

BJ Chavez/ Holy Cross-Bay City
Rose Larson/ Holy Cross-Bay City
Susan De La Garza/ Our Lady of the GulfPort Lavaca
Gayln Franke/ Our Lady of the GulfPort Lavaca
Lynn Cook/ Sacred Heart HS-Hallettsville
Christina Halata/ Sacred Heart (K-12)Hallettsville
Kerry Pflughaupt/ St. Anthony-Columbus
Abraham Garcia/ STJ-Victoria
Debbie Michalski/ STJ-Victoria
Kimberly Sepeda/ STJ-Victoria
Marvin Sturm/ STJ-Victoria
Linda Dixon/ St. Philip-El Campo
Maria Perez/ St. Philip-El Campo
Janie Saucedo/ St. Philip-El Campo
Amy Gwosdz/ Nazareth AcademyVictoria
Arlene Mumphord/ Nazareth AcademyVictoria
Jennifer Pilat/ St. Ludmila-Shiner
Sr. Maria Raphael Tran/ St. Paul-Shiner
Sr. Laura Toman/ Our Lady of VictoryVictoria
Marcella Gonzales/ Our Lady of VictoryVictoria
Laura Janis/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
Angie Pena/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
Pia Gaspard/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
Jesse Garcia/ Our Lady of Victory-Victoria
Cheri Demel/ St. Rose-Schulenburg
Lindsey Schiffli/ St. Rose-Schulenburg
Barbara Schroeder/ St. Rose-Schulenburg
Winners from
the Jan. puzzle contest were
Lori Lawrence of OLV parish, 10
year-old Erin Lauritsen of St. Philip’s
parish, and 8 year-old Autumn Kallus
of St. Joseph’s parish, Inez.
See next issue for
puzzle contest!

www.victoriadiocese.org

Important dates:
Feb. 15- Youth Spectacular, Holy Family, Wharton
Mar. 5- Foundation- Ethics and Crisis Management- Policy and Procedures
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Year of Consecrated Life

Continued from page 1
gradually and consistently from early on in my primary grades. I attended a Catholic
school in a rural parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Selma, TX. In God’s providential plan, the principal
and teachers were Sisters
of IWBS. My desire to be
a Sister began when I first
met and got to know these
Sisters. Their lives, their
dedication, their laughter,
their intermingling with the
people, and their role in
the Church sparked a desire
to serve God as they did.
Lest you think I thought they
were perfect, that was not
the case; however, when I did
complain about them in any
way, my dear mom would
remind me that the Sisters
were not angels and that I
World Day of
Consecrated Life
was to remember that they belonged to the human race like
everyone else. This proved
to be a very valuable and ap•
preciated bit of wisdom as my
life unfurled. Throughout my
February 8, 2015
youth there always seemed to
be that tug at my heart- that
God-call! That tug, is really
inexplicable. I just knew. Yes,
I did dream of finding and marrying that perfect, tall, dark, and handsome man who
would sweep me off my feet and we would have the perfect children and live happily
ever after! However, in the deep honest core of my being, I knew God was calling me.
I knew my perfect spouse was Jesus and any other spouse would not fulfill my dreams;
therefore, I would be a disappointment to him also. I was blessed with wonderful parents
who supported my decision to be a Sister even though it was difficult for them. They
simply wanted me to be happy in the vocation to which I was called.
A deep joy for me is the fact I am living in community with my 1st through 4th grade
teachers: Sr. Pauline Marie Ermis, Sr. Carmelita Casso, and Sr. Claudia Klesel. They
continue to inspire me as they did in days of old when I began school as a little German girl who did not know English. Their ‘Gospel of Love’ lives continue to motivate
me to expend all my energies to make the Incarnate Word known and loved. I strive to
humbly, simply, and joyfully be in the Church and for the Church as I serve the Church.
I have been a happily professed Sister for 55 years and every day finds me filled with
more gratitude for God’s call to this consecrated life. My life’s cup has been filled to
overflowing! Each new day finds me renewing my ‘yes’ to God in my call to Consecrated
Life as the love of my life, Jesus the Incarnate Word, continues to fulfill all my dreams.
Last month at the Chancery, the RCIA
workshop included pastors, parochial
administrators, deacons, RCIA, and parish members. At left, Linda Krehmeier
led The Rites: Meaning, Importance, and
Implementation. She is the pastoral associate for evangelization and formation at
St. Ignatius Loyola Catholic Community
in Spring, TX. For more information,
visit www.victoriadiocese.org under the
Ministries tab.

Knights of Columbus #4307
Fish Fry • Auction • Raffle
Sunday, March 8, 2015
St. Peter’s Catholic Church
Parish Hall • Blessing, TX
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
$9 p/p.
includes dessert, tea/coffee

Auction and Raffle
during the day!

Purchase raffle tickets
from any KC member!

ARTICLE SERIES

TCC policy issues:
Protecting Human Life • Children and Families
Justice for Immigrants • The Poor and Vulnerable
Health and Human Services • Criminal Justice

Catholics Care.

Health and Human Services
Health care is essential for the proper development of life. Justice demands medical
and behavioral health care be easily available for all. Particular care must be offered to
those who have special needs because of age, addiction, physical, or mental disabilities.
Support improvements to Texas’ critical public health safety net, especially expanding
opportunities for acquiring health insurance, including Medicaid and the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP). Support access to basic and preventative health care for low
income uninsured women, as well as prenatal and pediatric care for children. Support
care for persons who are aging, live with disabilities, or need mental health services.
For more information, visit www.txcatholic.org, www.faithfulcitizenship.org, or
www.usccb.org.

Join the people of Catholic health
care across the U.S. and pray for the
days leading up to and on the
World Day of the Sick
•
February 11, 2015!

Stained glass window at
Our Lady of Victory, Victoria

Presidio La Bahia (PLB) Museum and Visitor Center
Fort Defiance Garrison • Feb. 7
Green Flag of Gutierrez and Magee • Feb. 21
The Presidio, located in Goliad, is the only Spanish fort in the possession of the
Catholic church in North America and is a National Historic Landmark. The
museum is open 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and is closed on major holidays. For more
information, contact (361) 645-3752 or visit www.presidiolabahia.org.

To Love as God Loves–This marriage preparation
program is for couples 40 and over, couples
seeking convalidation, and couples seeking a
second marriage and beyond. Dates: Mar. 1,
May 17, and Sept. 27. For more information,
brochure, or registration form, visit www.
victoriadiocese.org.

		

Special collections

Feb. 18: Aid to Church in Central and Eastern Europe
Feb. 18-Apr.5: Operation Rice Bowl
Feb. 22: Black and Native American Aid

Meals • Picnics and more
El Campo–Taste of Texas Dinner and Dance Feb. 28 at
5:30 p.m. at the Civic Center. Proceeds benefit St. Philip
Catholic School. For more information, see ad on pg. 5.
Hallettsville–The Orient at Nightfall Extravaganza Feb.
7 at the KC Hall. 6:00 p.m. social. 7:30 p.m. dinner.
Music by Southern Express. For more information, call
(361) 798-4251.
Moulton–St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Altar Society
Noodle Soup Dinner and Raffle Feb. 22. Serving begins
at 10:00 am. Raffle will be between noon and 1:00 p.m.
Shiner–Sts. Cyril & Methodius An Evening of Endearment
Legacy Endowment Gala Feb. 14. For more information,
contact the Parish Office at (361) 594-3836.
Victoria–Holy Family Denim & Diamonds Gala Feb.
14. For more information, contact the Parish Office at
(361) 573-5304.
Victoria–St. Mary’s Parish Festival Feb. 8 at the Victoria
Community Center. 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Roast beef
meal. $8 p/p. 12:30 p.m. auction.
Wharton–Holy Family Lenten Fish Fry 5:30 p.m.-7:30
p.m. Feb. 20 & 27, Mar. 6, 13, 20, & 27. $10 p/p. $5
children ages 6-10. Free for children under 5.
Blessing–KC Council #4307 Lenten Fish Fry Mar. 8 at St.
Peter’s Catholic Church Parish Hall. 10:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m. Fried catfish, trimmings, dessert, and drink. $9 p/p.
There will be an auction and a raffle.
Hillje–St. Procopius Spring Festival Mar. 1 at Hillje Parish
Hall. 11:00 a.m. Fried chicken, rice, coleslaw, and corn.
$9 p/p. Dine-in or plates-to-go available. There will be
a bake sale and raffle.
New Taiton–St. John Altar Society Chicken Dinner and
Spring Festival Mar. 8 at the Taiton Community Center.
11:00 a.m. Fried chicken, homemade dressing, and
trimmings. $9 p/p. There will be an auction, Bingo,
cake walk, country store, games, and more.
Schulenburg–St. Rose Spring Festival Mar. 8 at KC Hall.
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Turkey dinner with trimmings. $9
p/p. 11:30 a.m. live auction. 1:00 p.m. sweepstakes. There
will be cake walk, music, and more.
Victoria–KJZT #101 Bake Sale after all Masses Mar. 21
& 22 at Holy Family. Proceeds benefit the Victoria
Food Bank.
Yorktown–KC Council #2840 BBQ Chicken Dinner Mar.
1 at the Yorktown Community Hall. 10:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m. $10 p/p.
Catholic Social
Ministry Gathering
To Go Forth: Encountering Christ
in the Heart of the World
•
February 7-10, 2015
•
Washington, D.C.

EVENTS
2015 TCL
submission deadlines
ISSUE DATE 			
March			
April				
May				
June				
July				
August			
September			
October		
November		
December		
January 2016			

DEADLINE
February 13
March 16
April 15
May 15
June 15
July 15
August 14
September 14
October 16
November 16
December 4

Conferences • Masses • Retreats and more

ACTS Retreats–For information, visit www.actsmissions.
org.
Alleyton/Mentz–God’s Embrace Retreat Feb. 14 at St.
Roch Church. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Presiding priest will
be Fr. Wayne Flagg. For more information, see pg. 5.
Amarillo–Hats Off to Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (DCCW) Luncheon and Fashion Show Feb. 14
at St. Mary’s Cathedral. 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. For more
information, call Jeannie Friddell at (806) 679-9144 or
Debi Hooten at (806) 290-2947.
Baltimore, MD–Encounter Christ in Faith, Worship,
and Witness Mid-Atlantic Congress Feb. 12-14 at the
Baltimore Hilton Hotel. Keynote speakers include
Cardinal Thomas Collins, Fr. Ricky Manalo, and others.
For more information, visit www.midatlanticcongress.
org.
Bay City–Our Lady of Guadalupe Conversion Parish
Mission by Fr. Greg Schmitt and Fr. Tony Judge Mar.
8-11. For more information, call (979) 245-2010.
Hostyn/La Grange–Engaging Parents: Forming Family
Faith Parish Vision and Practice for Being a Family
of Families Mar. 19 at the Queen of the Holy Rosary.
8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. For more information, call (361)
573-0828.
Lubbock–Mary, Our Lady Undoer of Knots Workshop
Feb. 21 at the Catholic Renewal Center. 9:00 a.m.-3:00
p.m. For more information, call (806) 792-3943.
Marion–Super Youth Spectacular: Selfless Revolution
Feb. 14 at Rio Cibolo Ranch. For more information,
visit www.archsa.org.

NEXT MONTH...

8th Annual Catholic Knowledge Bowl
March 1, 2015 • 1:30 p.m-4:30 p.m. • OLV Gym
Adult, Teen, or Family Teams must include 4 persons
to a team. The procedure for the bowl will consist of 3
rounds of 40 multiple choice questions per round. Registration is $25 per team. Registration forms and study
questions may be downloaded at the diocesan website.
Early registration and online registration
are encouraged!
(361) 573-0828 • www.victoriadiocese.org
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Port Lavaca–Our Lady of the Gulf 5K Run Mar 21. For
more information, call (361) 552-6140.
San Antonio–Living with Less Fear in Our Lives: Trusting
in a Wise, Prodigal, and Fully Emphatic God Retreat
Feb. 22-26 with Fr. Ron. Rolheiser, OMI at the Oblate
Renewal Center. For more information, call (210) 3411366 x212 or visit www.ost.edu.
San Antonio–St. John’s/Assumption Seminary Centennial
Lecture Series Feb. 9 at 7:00 p.m. at Oblate School of
Theology. Guest speaker is Sr. Barbara Reid of the
Catholic Theological Union. For more information,
contact Mike Davis at (210) 734-5137 x1414 or mike.
davis@archsa.org.
Santa Fe, NM–St. Basil’s School of Gregorian Chant
Winter Chant Conference Feb. 9-13 at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Conference Center. Conducted by Fr.
Columba Kelly, OSB. For more information, visit www.
chantschool.org.
Shiner–What are the Gifts & Challenges of Our Faith We
Can Celebrate? Parish Mission by Fr. Robert Cary Feb.
28-Mar. 4 at Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church.
Tivoli–Our Lady of Guadalupe Church celebrates the
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament the 1st Friday of
each month at 6:00 p.m. Mass begins at 7:00 p.m. at
501B William St. with Fr. Paulson Panakal. Mark your
calendars now for next month. For more information,
call (361) 237-3634.
Victoria–Faith Moves Mountains/ Fe Mueve Montañas
Gran Concierto features Gela, a Catholic singer, Feb. 19
at 7:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Sorrows. For more information, call Lupe Chacon at (361) 575-5127.
Victoria–For Amor Meus Spirituality Center upcoming
events, see ad on pg. 7.
Victoria–God’s Embrace weekend retreat Mar. 13 at the
Spiritual Renewal Center. Presiding priest will be Fr.
James Ramsey. For more information, see pg. 5.
Victoria–Holy Family Altar Society My Blue Spot Mini
Lenten Retreat Feb. 14 at St. Peter Parish Hall. 8:00 a.m.
Mass. Lead by Fr. Gabriel Bentil. Lunch will be served.
For more information or to RSVP, call Betty Frederick
at (361) 573-5850 or Bobbe Wenzel (361) 578-7843.
Victoria–Our Lady of Lourdes holds Healing Mass and
Prayer the 1st Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
at 105 N. William St. with Fr. Phi Nguyen, chaplain
of IWBS Convent. Mark your calendars now for next
month. For more information, contact Sr. Louise Marie
Jones at iwbsvoc2@yahoo.com.		
Catholic Faith in Action Advocacy Day
•
March 24, 2015
•
Austin, TX at the State Capitol
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Longest married

Continued from page 1
Blessings
and

congratulations
to

all !

2

Daniel and Lillie Jemelka

Daniel and Lillie Jemelka of St. Joseph's parish in Yoakum will celebrate 73 years
of marriage on April 6th this year. Daniel Jemelka married Lillie Brom in 1942
at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Moulton.

3

William and Evelyn Barta

William and Evelyn Barta of St. Michael's parish in Weimar will celebrate 73
years of marriage on Sept. 14th this year. They were married at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church in Weimar in 1942.
Hazel and
John Kobersky of St. Wenceslaus Catholic
Church in Holman
will celebrate 73
years of marriage
on Nov. 9th this
year. They were
married at St. Rose
of Lima in SchulHazel and John Kobersky
enburg in 1942.

4

Tryl Choir from Toszek Silesia, Poland (Tim O’Malley/Yorktown News-View)
The Polish choir, Tryl, performed at Holy Cross Catholic Church, Yorktown last
month. Their voices could be described as anielskie grosy (angels’ voices). Tryl is from
the town of Toszek in Silesia, Poland. The choir was formed in 1995 by conductor and
artistic director, Maria Garbal. The choir is made up of nurses, teachers, book keepers,
office assistants, an overseer of highway contruction, a music major, and a baker. Tryl
has received awards in various competitions and has performed in many towns in Poland
and abroad including Germany, France, and the United Kingdom.

The Bible Study Group at St.
Joseph Catholic Church, Inez,
recently celebrated the completion
of the study of the rosary by releasing balloons with the image of the
rosary and printed words ‘Pray for
the USA and World Peace’ as a
reminder to use the rosary as God's
gift in bringing peace to all.

